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White House Heritage 

Middle School 

Literacy Fair

Nonfiction
Step-by-Step Guide

2015

Student Name: 

Student 2 (category D only): 

Teacher: 

Category (circle one):           C           D
Instructions: This packet is a GUIDE. You will turn the packet in to show your work, but you may not use the actual packet in your project. Complete this packet step-by-step then transfer each step creatively to your storyboard. Be creative! Examples are available online at: http://www.lamarcountyschools.org/Page/13324  


White House Heritage Middle School 

Literacy Fair

We are excited to announce our first annual Literacy Fair for White House Heritage Middle School! This competition was developed as an opportunity for students to creatively showcase their love of reading and writing. Students will create storyboards portraying particular elements of either a fiction or nonfiction book of their choice. Storyboards will be displayed in the hallways and will be available for viewing during Literacy Night on October 8, 2015. Literacy Night will feature fun activities and parents will have the opportunity to meet their students’ Language Arts teachers. Winners of the storyboard competition will be announced at the end of school on October 8 and awards presented at Literacy Night. First place winners will present their boars during Literacy Night.
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You may choose any book for your Literacy Fair project. Fill out the form on this page with the name of the book you would like to use.  Do NOT begin your project until you have your Language Arts teacher’s approval for your book.
· You will need a project board that measures 48” x 36”. 

· Check the genre of your book before filling out the form. If you’re not sure, ask your teacher or librarian.
· Don’t put your name on your board where it can be seen. We want judging to be as neutral as possible.
· Have fun!
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Step 1: Choose your category and division. 
Remove this form from the packet and return to your student’s language arts teacher by :  _____________. 
Title of book:


My name: 


My partner’s name (for Division D ONLY): 


Parent/Guardian Signature: 


Language Arts Teacher Signature: 

Nonfiction

Step 1: Turn in your entry form and get teacher’s approval for your book choice. 

Step 2: Bibliographic Information.
Do not look for bibliographic information on the cover of the book. Use the title page. Spelling is important – copy correctly. 

Title: Name of the book. Be sure to underline the title or use italics.
Author: Writes the words or text in a book.

Illustrator: Contributes pictures. No all books have illustrators. 

Publisher: Prints and distributes the book. Look for the publisher at the bottom of the page.

Copyright Date: Year the book was published. The symbol © is in front of the copyright date.
Step 3: My Predictions
1. Based on what I already know about the topic of my book, I predict that I will learn the following:

2. After reading my book, I predict that the following will happen next, or as a result of this event:

Step 4: Information for Graphic Organizer and Summary
Fill in the blanks with facts from your book. You may not have information for every blank. You do not have to fill in the blanks if the information is not in your book.

Topic: 


Important details: 


Important events: 


Jobs or careers related to the topic: 


Inventions / Contributions: 


Problems: 


How did the events in this book impact the world? 


Central Idea
Central idea is the lesson that can be learned from a nonfiction text. Every nonfiction text has a central idea. This is stated as a generalization that can be applied to life: 
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Step 5: Graphic Organizer
A graphic organizer is a visual display or picture of information. You must include a graphic organizer summarizing the events in the text. Use the information from Step 4. Have fun and be creative. Internet sites that have printable graphic organizers are listed below. Use the Graphic Organizer Examples and Samples on this page to help you determine which graphic organizer will be best for your text. You may use MORE than one!
1. edHelper: http://edhelper.com/teacher/graphic_organizers.htm
2. The Houghton Mifflin Education Place: http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/
3. Educational Oasis: http://www.educationoasis.com/curriculum/graphic_organizers.htm
Graphic Organizer Examples and Samples

	Graphic Organizer
	Text Pattern
	Signal Words
	Description

	
	Description
	On, over, beyond, within, like, as, among, adjectives, figurative language
	Reader should expect the writer to tell characteristics.

	1-2-3
	Established Sequence
	Numbers, days of the week, months of the year, years, centuries.
	Reader should expect to follow an established and known sequence in gathering information.

	
	Chronological Sequence
	First, second, before, after, then, next, earlier, later, last, finally, again.
	Reader should expect that events will be told in order of the time they happened.

	
	Comparison and Contrast
	While, yet, but, rather, most, either, like, unlike, same as, on the other hand, although.
	Reader should expect to learn similarities and differences.

	
	Cause and Effect
	Since, because, thus, so that, if…then, therefore, this led to, consequently.
	Reader should expect to learn the effect of one entity upon another and why this took place, and why this event takes place.

	
	Problem Solution
	All signal words listed for cause and effect, propose, conclude, 
	Reader should expect to identify a problem, predict a solution, and be told a solution or solutions; reader expects to know why the solution is viable.

	
	Question and Answer
	Why, what, when, how, why.
	Reader should expect to consider a question, come up with an answer, and verify the answer.


Step 6: Summary
Use the information from Step 4 to write a brief summary of your nonfiction text.


Step 7: Student-made Connections
Choose one or more of the following ways you feel connected to the book you read.

Text-Self

I can identify with this topic because it reminds me of when I 


Text-Text

My biography reminds me of another book I’ve read 


by _______________________ because _______________________________________________.

Text-World

I can relate the events in this text to a current event 


_________________________________ because 



.

Step 8: Author’s Purpose
Why did the author write the book?

a. To inform.

b. To persuade.

c. To entertain.

d. A combination of the above – possibly all three.

The author wrote this book to 
.
I know because 

 

 

Step 9: Genre
What is the genre of the book? (Use a complete sentence). 

 

000-009 General information and strange things we wonder about
100-199 Thoughts and feelings
200-299 Religions, Bible stories, Greek myths
300-399 Folklore, holidays, government
400-499 Languages: Spanish, French, German, Sign Language
500-599 Science: animals, plants, rocks…
600-699 Technology: cooking, health, pets, transportation…
700-799 Art, music, sports, magic…
800-899 Poetry, plays, jokes…
900-999 Geography, biography, and history

Step 10: Central Idea
Central idea is the central message, or lesson, that can be expressed as a general statement. State a lesson that can be applied to life in general from the book you read.

Step 11: Design Your Tri-Fold Board
Congratulations! The hard part is over; now, the fun begins! Use a standard tri-fold project board that unfolds to be 36” high x 48” wide. The sides fold in to make the board stand by itself. After you fold the sides in, the final project cannot exceed 36”W x 14”D x 36”H. 

Carefully type or write the story elements in.

Steps 2 – 9. Be creative. Use a font appropriate for your story. For example, if your story is a fairytale, use a font like French Script. If your story is about a king, a font like Old English Text may be a good choice, but can be difficult to read if you use all capital letters. Whatever font you choose, use good judgment and be creative.

PROPS: Props add interest and MUST fit in the middle of the display. No items can protrude from the back or top of the tri-fold board. Props can be battery-operated, but you cannot use electrical outlets and extension cords. Items cannot be alive, valuable, or dangerous. You DO NOT have to display the book. Total project cannot exceed 36’W x 14”D x 36”H. 
Examples are available online at: http://www.lamarcountyschools.org/Page/13324 

Step 12: Identify Your Project
Use this form for Fiction and Nonfiction projects! Fill out the form below. Cut and paste it on the BACK of your tri-fold board. If your name is on the front of your tri-fold board, or if visible on any of your props, your project will be disqualified.



Name(s): 


Category:


Division (circle one):      A    B    C    D
Grade: ______

Language Arts Teacher: 


Literacy Fair Student Checklist for Nonfiction:

Project must have the following:

· Bibliographic information
· Student Prediction based on events and facts presented (before and after reading).
· Genre (use a complete sentence).

· Graphic Organizer
· Summary 
· Student Made Connections
· Author’s Purpose 
· Genre
· Central Idea – the lesson learned from the nonfiction text.
Writing/Typing:

· Writing/typing is neat and inviting.

· Writing/typing is easily understood.
Creativity:

· Project is original.

· Project demonstrates imagination.

· Unique materials and props are used to express ideas.

Quality of Project:

· Project follows the guidelines.

· Project is durable and does not need physical support.

Thoroughness of Written/Typed Information:

· Project captures the most important information.

· Project captures the concept/point the author made in the book.

Interest Evoked:

· Project demonstrates student’s ability.

· Project encourages others to read the book.

· Project attracts others and makes them interested in the work.


Keep this part in your packet.





Turn this part in to your teacher.





�





?





(title of book)





(author)





(describe the current event)





(describe the similarity between the text you read and the world event)





Submission instructions:


Make sure your name is NOT visible on your finished project.


Please make a list of your props on the BACK of your board in case they are separated from your project. 


You may use the book as one of your props.


Your project is due Wednesday, September 30, 2014.


Bring your completed project to school on THAT day. Projects may not be submitted early.


Turn in the completed packet with your project. 
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